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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. 

I would like to welcome all of you to the 187th annual general meeting of the Saint John Board of Trade, the third oldest board of trade/chamber of commerce in Canada.

We wear our age well. Over the past century the Saint John Board of Trade has been a strong advocate for free trade, for regional partnerships and for the ongoing development of this city. Thank you for joining me this afternoon to celebrate our past successes and to contemplate what lies ahead.

This, ladies and gentlemen, is going to be a very interesting year and I am honoured to be your chairperson. It is humbling to stand before you today, knowing that I follow all of the great leaders who have been passionate advocates for Saint John. Certainly Nancy Thorne has upheld that tradition.  She has shepherded the board and its activities as both its chairperson and as a member of its executive committee. Nancy, you’re dedication to the Saint John business community has been exemplary and you have rightfully earned our gratitude. May you enjoy your well-deserved rest.

As I drove to work this morning I marveled at all that lay before me in that short drive from Millidgeville to my office on Chipman Hill. There were the customer contact centres, which employ so many of our young people. A decade ago these companies helped ignite a shift in Saint John that ushered in a wave of new technologies and new employers. I passed the turnoff for the Saint John Regional Hospital and UNBSJ, two public institutions and members of the Board of Trade that have an integral role to play in our evolution both through the research being conducted there and in the development of a medical training institute. The new condominium developments overlooking the harbour thrill me because they represent growth and the promise of new neighbours, people who see potential here and want to be a part of it.

And as I turned into my parking space I paused to consider the buildings around me, so many of them steeped in history, acting like sentries watching over this city’s past. Now they are home to a new generation of companies and entrepreneurs who seek to create their own legacy of growth and innovation.

People such as Karl Greenlaw and his team at Brovada Technologies, winner of the Emerging Enterprise Award at last year’s Business Achievement Awards. The company, which develops software for the auto financing sector, relocated to Saint John two years ago and was one of the first four companies introduced by Propelsj in its Launch32 initiative aimed at creating 32 new ICT start-ups in Saint John within 36 months.

People such as Nathalie Godbout, a partner at Gilbert McGloan Gillis, a law firm with a 75-year history in the city.  That history is magnificently reflected by its regal offices at 22 King Street, which were recently restored. Its future lies further to the east, in China, and to accommodate this growing business, some of its lawyers are Mandarin speakers.

People such as J.K. Irving and his son Jim. They are the faces of J.D. Irving, Limited, a company with a history and legacy intertwined with both the city and province. Last year JDI announced plans to convert its shipyard site into a biomass plant to capitalize on emerging trends in the environmental sector.  Meanwhile J.K. Irving has personally spearheaded a wonderful outreach program at Prince Charles School that sees employees volunteer their time to students. Since JDI became involved with Prince Charles, student grades have improved and a higher percentage of its students go on to complete high school.

These people defy the stereotypes of a business organization. Rather, they reflect the new face of the Saint John Board of Trade – one that seeks out interesting opportunities, challenges the status quo and strives to fulfill our mandate to enhance greater Saint John’s quality of life.

For too long we, as members of the greater Saint John business community, have allowed those old stereotypes to linger. And in our silence, others have stepped forward to offer their vision for this city. Special interest and anti-development groups have sought to spread dissention and distrust at a time in our history when we need to support and encourage those who strive to build a better Saint John. It is time to clearly state where we stand. It is time to raise our voice.

Our five regional mayors have. Together they are spearheading the greater Saint John’s True Growth initiative, a unified vision designed to strengthen and enhance our economic, social and cultural development. Last year the Board of Trade honoured our mayors with the Chair’s Award, which recognizes those who have made a significant contribution to the economic progress of our community. True Growth provides the template upon which I will map out the Board of Trade’s activities for the coming year. It is our responsibility as members of the business community, to promote a strong economy within a prosperous community.

As I stand before you today I pledge that over the next year I will aggressively support five key initiatives that I believe are essential for Saint John’s growth.

They are:

· The further development of Saint John’s energy sector;

· A diversified workforce;

· Increased government funding for capital infrastructure projects;

· Enhanced partnerships with Enterprise Saint John, Uptown Saint John, the Atlantic Health Sciences Corporation, NBCC’s Saint John campus, UNBSJ and other like-minded groups.

· The creation and advancement of Atlantica.

I fully support Irving Oil’s joint venture with Spanish multinational Repsol YPF to operate a liquefied natural gas terminal at Canaport. Not only will this $750 million project create jobs, it will also make Saint John a centre for natural gas production and distribution. Consider the impact the Sable Island offshore project had on Halifax. That is the potential that the Irving Oil LNG project offers Saint John. We cannot allow such an opportunity to pass us by.

I am also in favour of a land-based natural gas pipeline for Saint John.  Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline will be applying to the National Energy Board to build a pipeline through the city to connect its existing pipeline with the LNG terminal. Its application includes a plan to take it through approximately two-and-a-half kilometres of Rockwood Park following existing power lines. There are two other options being proposed. The Board of Trade must consider the best option and seek consensus amongst stakeholders.

These two initiatives, coupled with the retrofit of Point Lepreau and the creation of the Atlantica Centre for Energy, will firmly establish Saint John with its mix of oil, gas and nuclear power, as the energy hub of the Maritimes. When these projects are completed I want to know that there will be a trained workforce ready to fill the jobs that will be created over the next three years. That means actively supporting our two post-secondary institutions – NBCC and UNBSJ - as they prepare students for our evolving economy. In addition, the Board of Trade will endorse a regional immigration strategy that aims to attract skilled immigrants, particularly through our growing international student body, to the region.

Our infrastructure provides the physical supports upon which we will build the modern Saint John. We have a great deal of work to do here. First and foremost we must continue to pressure both the federal and provincial governments to follow through on their stated commitments to adequately fund the long-awaited clean-up of the Saint John harbour. It is inexcusable to continue to allow raw sewage to flow into our inland waterways and the Bay of Fundy, one of our greatest resources. Let us be famous only for the tides that come in rather than for what the tide takes out.

Saint John is the advanced manufacturing centre of New Brunswick and many of our members depend on exports, particularly to the United States. Our three industrial parks along with the expected development that will accompany J.D. Irving’s biomass facility will see an increase in exports over the next few years.

In order to facilitate flow of goods south of the border it is important here in our city that we pursue the next round of funding for the One Mile interchange. The provincial government has committed the funding. It’s now all about execution. It is incumbent upon us to advocate this next phase.

Others share our vision. Enterprise Saint John’s development agenda includes economic, social and cultural components. Uptown Saint John continues to develop the peninsula into a high-density space with a mix of residential and commercial areas. Our message is strengthened with the addition of other voices, which is why the Board of Trade will join with like-minded organizations to express our shared desire for greater Saint John and its citizens. Central to that is a medical training centre. I will collaborate with Dora Nicinski, the CEO of the Atlantic Health Sciences Corporation and Dr. Kathryn Hamer, UNBSJ’s vice-president, to ensure they receive the proper level of support from Saint John’s business community.

Finally, I challenge each of you to embrace the ideals of Atlantica, a truly regional approach to trade and economic development. Atlantica includes the four Atlantic Provinces and four northeastern states. One of Atlantica’s objectives is the establishment of a trade corridor between Saint John and Bangor, ME. 

Regional development has long been a favoured cause for the Board of Trade. The Maritimes Rights’ movement of the 1920s was spearheaded by the Saint John Board of Trade and eleven years ago Reform Leader Preston Manning coined the term ‘Atlantica’ in an address to the board on the importance of building cross-border trade connections.
Next month the Saint John Board of Trade will once again take the lead when it co-hosts with the Atlantic Provinces Chamber of Commerce, the Reaching Atlantica conference. I encourage each of you to join your fellow business leaders from Atlantic Canada and the International Northeast June 8 – 10, 2006 in charting Atlantica’s new economic future.

These are our five priorities but we also monitor and speak out on other issues as they develop. For instance, I am listening with great interest to the ongoing debate the redevelopment of Exhibition Park, including the creation of a racino. The argument presented to date is compelling and the Board of Trade will do what it can to encourage government officials to make a rationale and logical decision to support this initiative.

This is our city.


This is where we work.

This is where we live; where we raise our families.

And this is where we will leave our mark.

As we begin this new year at the Board of Trade, let us honour our shared history as we chart our collective future.

It is time to define our vision for Saint John.

It is time to raise our voice.

